Thank God for the Gospel

In the lz=t couple of weeks | was privileged to stand in some
of the moat imgeeszive cathedeals and churcies in the world
= Westminster Abbey. 51 Paul’s Cathedral ine London, Yok
Miinates i York, and 50 Marv's in Cedord (o rame some of
them. The workmanship and gramdewr of these buildings
waz breathdaking  Their history weas Tascimating: Yef with
all their magnificence they lefl me with a sense of
emngdineess Tor all arownd 1 saw towriss marveling o the
accomplishiments of man, Sadly the infinitely greater works
of Crod weng obscured and refegated (o a back seat

b disagpointment began & [ was doing an automated
ghide through Westminster Abbey. Al the stard. the guide
asaied we theat thiz building was a place that welcomed all
faiths, The way it was stated was caleulated to make
everyane feel good about their belief svatenn rather than feel
unemnfortEile aboul being in s “Christian™ church, Thig
gemei'ons embeacing of everything was a simple way o
side-step the offese of the gospel

Iy disappoimmeent was increszed fember as | later came Lo
the fameus painting of Holman Homt entitled The Light of
the World T had seen prints of this paisting for vears and
a0 wak pleased to stadd before the massive original as it
huseg in ohe of the cormidors of the abbey. Perfmps vou ave
seeh) prings of this painting with Jeses holding a lantern and
stampding at a door ad knocking, The door fas no knods or
hagidie oo the cutside. 18 could enly be apemed from within,
The meeaning is clear: Christ comes to uz in love and
knocks at our hearts, Bowever, we must be willing to open
ot hgsaris s invite Him in if we weould be gaved, But
sadly, the toar guide pointed oot zome degails inthe
paindineg that e said signified tat Hunt wanded people (o
ursderstand that the door could be opened through many
differing religions, My spiril was grieved,

JUME HIGHLIGHTS

Sunday, june |, &00 pm! Bring a pot luck meal & enjoy 2 special
tittve of fellowcship with bapsisms & Sunday Schoal dvards

Sunday, june 8 Come & support our dhildeen in their finsd
"Patch ghe Pirace” concert, Abe welcame missionasy o Spain

R, Moel Sparks & attend ceception for our grads following.
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Crarryine the Govpel in Every Direction

esterday | spend some time [2lking with a neighbor whe
took tiiz same 2ettimental, ma-cemered approsch to the
gosgeel (it [ saw in Britgin, She sad, & God of fove
knoaws if we are gincere i oatter what we believe”
Sometwow such people Bail 1o see that such an approach to
Grod totally wndesmines His holivess, His justice anid even
His love, “For Godd a0 foved the world, that ke gave hiz
oaily begotten Soa, that wimaoever believeth inchim (ot in
Allah, hot in Basdda, nod in haman goodnes=) stould not
perich, but fave everlasting life.” Good did ot zend Christ
becasse there are many ways to be saved. He sent Christ
because He 15 the only way to be saved. How tragic that so
mamy think they can reject the only way God has provided
andd still be saved simply because they are sincere. 16 is not
our sincerity that saves s I s Chaist. And Christ does not
save untl we believe i Him.

Such confised and distorted understanding of the gospel is
probatly the greatest hindrance te bringng people to Chijs
Thisse grest cathedrals with their watered —doswn
compromised messages ae nol helping to build the
kingilome Instead they are standing tn the way. Think wisat
a great difference it would make in Britain, around Eurepe
ard all around the world if people would quit looking to
their mpressive uildings and their religioes beritige and
would look te the Bible with its simgile gospel. Tragically
complete cultures have become so offended by the gospel
that they have opened themselves up te the avwiul deception
that offers them a form of godliness but denies the power
there of . May God help Europe to come hack to the cross
And may God help America as well As for me, Twill glory
in thee fact that God loved an undeserving sinner like me so
rrch that He would give His Son Lo die inmy place.
Thank Godd for the gospel?

Evaliiug Clrist & fdifiing e Saints

Saturdy. |une 14, & po: All BEBT workers please join us for an
arganiational & Infermasenal meeting (Hot dog difmer provided)
Sunday, June 22 following am serdoe: Al Trustees, Choir Members,
Sunday School & Wednesday night peachers, and officers are
encoUezped oo attend inportant covenant meeting. (Lunch pravided)
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